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“We hope the world will act 
in the spirit of enlightened 

self-interest.”

- Atal Bihari Vajpayee





Dear friends,

Invention and Innovation are 

but products of an indomitable 

spirit coupled with relentless hard 

work and merciful serendipitous 

moments. What begins as a small 

idea in someone’s head today has 

the potential to alter everything from 

a basic grocery purchase to robotic 

neurosurgery. The very thought of 

these possibilities is as exhilarating 

as it is humbling since it brings with 

it the realization that the Universe is 

full of possibilities and there is many 

a mystery waiting to be unraveled. 

One of the core components of 

the DNA of our country, India is 

‘enterprise’. Ours is a civilization that 

has survived for thousands of years 

and has for a long part of that time, 

demonstrated unrivalled progress in 

the face of overwhelming odds. Our 

understanding of all disciplines, be 

it Engineering, Medicine, Surgery, 

Astrology, Astronomy, Mathematics, 

Science, Arts, Spirituality etc. was 

so advanced that our Universities at 

Taxila, Kanchi, Nalanda, Pushpagiri 

etc. were considered exalted 

temples of learning and frequented 
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by students from all over the world.

It is therefore, but natural for some of this 

enterprise to perpetuate and generations 

later, here we are at the brink of yet another 

revolution, spearheaded by the power of 

IT. India’s leadership is keenly aware of our 

untapped potential and is leaving no stone 

unturned to unearth it, channel it through 

the right vehicles and take ownership of the 

new world economic order. As an extension 

of our Hon’ble PM’s ‘Make in India’ initiative, 

Great Lakes is proud to be one of only 4 

b-schools selected to receive the prestigious 

Atal Innovation Mission grant to set up the 

Atal-Great-Lakes Balachandran Incubator 

(ABGI) at our campus at Chennai. 

For those children of India, who are 

enterprising, hardworking, determined and 

motivated, the AGB Incubator will be the 

mother-ship that propels them into an entirely 

different trajectory of growth, advancement, 

innovation and impact. The following pages 

document the vision, mission, goals and our 

journey of the last 9 months that has led to 

the grand inauguration of our 10000 sqft 

incubation center on the 18th of November 

2019. I hope reading our story inspires you 

and gives you wings to create one of your 

own.

Over the last 1.5 decades, Great Lakes has 

contributed to the professional enhancement 

of our corporate community through its 

cutting-edge and pioneering Management 

curriculum and helped shape their careers in 

myriad ways. As a relatively ‘new kid on the 

block’, what we lack in age and experience, 

we make up for in youth, vitality and sheer 

entrepreneurial spirit. This is what sets us 

apart from the competition. Yes! We are 

different. Thus, we make the difference 

and now, we deliver this difference. Every 

student of the graduating class will now have 

the opportunity to test their ideas and plans, 

utilize all the facilities of the AGBI including 

the AIMLAB, tinkering lab, mentor clinic etc., 

and unlock their full potential and become 

shining stars of our great community. 

It is a matter of personal delight and 

immense satisfaction for me to witness the 

commencement of yet another era – yet 

another avenue through which Great Lakes 

is able to contribute to the progress and 

advancement of our country and her people.

Jai Hind! Jai Great Lakes! Jai AGBI!

Bala V Balachandran, 

J L Kellogg Distinguished Professor (emeritus 
in service) of Accounting & Information 
Management, Northwestern University, USA
Founder, Chairman & Dean (emeritus), Great 
Lakes Institute of Management, India



Entrepreneurship has been the 

dominant driver of economic 

growth in the US for the past 200 

years. It has been responsible 

for making the US Economy the 

largest and strongest economy 

in the world. In the past 10 years, 

small businesses and startups in 

the US, numbering at 23 million, 

have created 65% of net new 

jobs in the US. India has double 

the number, 46 million small 

businesses, which are the second 

largest employer after agriculture. 

If nurtured well, entrepreneurship 

has the potential to transform 

the Indian Economy and create 

millions of new jobs. The risk of 

survival for any new venture and 

entrepreneur is highest in the very 

early days where it is toughest to 

get access to any resources. If 

they are supported at this stage, 

some of this risk can be mitigated. 

This is exactly where the Atal Great 

Lakes Balachandran Incubator 

(AGBI), set up by Great Lakes 

Institute of Management under 

the Atal Innovation Mission of the 

Government of India, aspires to 

play a significant role. The AGBI 

is set up to serve as a nurturing 

resource center for creative 

entrepreneurship pursuing 

innovative new ventures that 

provides them access to critical 

resources while ensuring that their 

focus and attention can remain 

on solving the problem they aim 

to solve. By providing access 

to infrastructure, technology, 

guidance, learning, networking 

and mentorship for deserving and 

committed entrepreneurs, the 

AGBI addresses several of the key 

risks and improves the chances 

of success for them substantially. 

By doing this for a large number 

of entrepreneurs over the coming 

years, AGBI and Great Lakes will 

contribute further to our nation 

building and economic growth.

MOHAN LAKHAMRAJU
FOUNDER & CEO - GREAT LEARNING

VICE-CHAIRMAN & CEO
GREAT LAKES INSTITUTE OF 

MANAGEMENT
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MESSAGE

This is the time when we are 

talking about the future. A future 

that is hurtling towards us, one 

that gives us a lot of hope about 

what could be. We are at the cusp 

of a technological revolution. 

Self-driving cars, AI-powered 

robots, and VR-based experiential 

platforms are all a reality. Business 

models are getting upended every 

day, and established players in 

the market are having to deal 

with a quantum change in their 

assumptions. In the midst of all 

these changes, the need of the 

hour is an avenue for young 

entrepreneurs to channelize their 

energy and efforts. 

The Atal Great Lakes Balachandran 

Initiative (AGBI) is a one of a kind 

incubator that bridges the gap 

between technology and business. 

Would-be technopreneurs will 

find the resources of a business 

school extremely valuable in 

creating a viable business model. 

Entrepreneurs with limited 

technical expertise will find the 

access to technical resources 

provided by AGBI to be invaluable. 

This is a path-breaking initiative that 

is bound to have significant impact 

on the start-up environment in 

India. On behalf of Great Lakes 

Institute of Management, Chennai, 

I am proud to welcome would-be 

entrepreneurs, mentors, advisers, 

investors, and other interested 

parties to AGBI.

DR. SURESH RAMANATHAN
DEAN & PRINCIPAL

GREAT LAKES INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT



We are fired up and ready to go 

with the launch of our state-

of-the-art business incubator 

AIC-Great Lakes Balachandran 

Incubator (AGBI), under the 

guidance of our founder chairman, 

Padamshri awardee, Dr. Shri. Bala 

V Balachandran. 

Today, when India has become 

the country with the world’s 

largest young population, we 

have both challenges and 

opportunities in harnessing the 

energy of our youth. The future 

of our country thus lies in the 

innovation and entrepreneurship 

culture’s development among 

the younger generation. With 

this aim, Atal Innovation Mission 

has chosen us as one of the Atal 

incubation centers to build a 

model incubation center.

I believe there is no better place 

than the Great Lakes Institute of 

Management for such a center. 

Being a world-class business 

school, Great Lakes brings unique 

industry partnerships, international 

strategic collaborations, and 

access to eminent management 

gurus for the startups. We 

are committed to building a 

world-class incubator to be a 

model and inspiration for other 

upcoming incubators across 

India. We will equip our energetic 

younger generation startups 

with experience, guidance, 

and resources to build global 

enterprises with the goal of “ Make 

in India, Make for World “. 

In the Kurukshetra of the business 

world, our role will be of Lord 

Krishna, to help Arjunas (our 

startups) to realize their full 

potential to succeed with dharma. 

We want to change our youth’s 

aspirations from job seekers to 

job creators. We will strive hard to 

achieve the vision of our Dr. Bala 

V Balachandran, to graduate as 

many successful startups as MBAs 

from the campus of Great Lakes!

MESSAGE

SAURABH KUMAR  CHAUBEY
CEO

AGBI ( AIC-GREAT LAKES 
BALACHANDRAN INCUBATOR)







WE ARE DIFFERENT: PEDIGREE

Great Lakes Institute of Management 
[GLIM] was founded in 2004 by Dr. Bala 
V. Balachander, J.L.Kellogg Distinguished 
Professor (Emeritus in service) of 
Accounting & Information Management, 
Northwestern University, Illinois, USA. 

Great Lakes is associated with several of 
the best schools in the world including 
Illinois Institute of Technology to 
offer courses in Business Analytics & 
Technopreneurship), the Babson College 
(for entrepreneurship and family business 
related courses), Bordeaux University 
(student exchange program) and many 
more. Further, the institute has Centres 
of Excellence sponsored by companies 
to further research and studies in their 
specific focus areas like the Union Bank 
CfE in Banking, Kotler – Srinivasan CfE 
in Marketing, partnership with Virtusa to 
explore the IT/ITES space, and many more.

Throughout the year, Great Lakers meet, 
interact with and learn from titans of 
business, global academicians, policy 
makers and other such luminaries. In 

2017-18 academic year alone, 100+ CXOs 
and industry leader shared perspectives 
with the learners of Great Lakes. GLIM’s 
industry collaborations give us a grasp of 
not only the best practices but also the 
next practices, direction of business and 
industry allowing us to accordingly prep 
our students to be super-managers.

Less than ten years later, GLIM is 
consistently ranked among the Top-10 
B-Schools of India, and has ranked 3rd 
among top Business Analytics programs 
at the International level.

It has nurtured and sustained the only 
LEED Platinum Rated Green Campus 
in India. GLIM on turning 10 years old, 
articulated its transformational ‘Good to 
Great’ journey. 

One of the goals as part of this vision, is to 
inspire, enable and research high-growth, 
high-impact entrepreneurship in India.

PEDIGREE



WE ARE DIFFERENT: VISION

To regain the paradise lost 600 years 
ago…
India was the world’s most vibrant 
economic superpower for 1700 
years except for the last 600 years 
when that paradise was lost by 
marauding hordes of oppressors 
and later by relentless colonization 
and exploitation of the British.
Today, by turn of circumstances and 
global factors, India is in a position to 
stake its claim to regain its paradise 
and the lost glory by becoming a 
socio-economic superpower again.
Great Lakes was created as a 
constituent catalyst for this grand 
vision of every Indian.

WE ARE DIFFERENT: GENESIS

Great Lakes Institute of Management, 
was chosen by the Atal Innovation 
Mission in February 2019, to 
establish an AIC, at GLIM - Manamai 

campus off ECR on the outskirts of 
the thriving metropolis of Chennai.
Named after the beloved dean 
emeritus and founder – Dr. Bala 
Balachandran for his passion for 
Innovative Technoprenuership, 
the AIC-Great Lakes Balachandran 
Incubator was born with the mission 
to ‘evangelize, network, and catalyse 
entrepreneurship growth in India’, 
founded on ‘next practices’.
We are delighted that we are given 
this opportunity to live our Values 
of “Passion with Compassion”, 
“Abilities with Nobility” and “Success 
with Integrity”, to enable our bright 
youth to not just be job seekers but 
to become job creators and wealth 
creators for our country - making 
India the new Silicon Valley for 
Prosperity and Productivity in the 
process – and Regain the Paradise 
we lost about 600 years ago, and 
make India the global destination 
again.

VISION



WE ARE DIFFERENT!
THUS, WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
NOW, WE DELIVER THE DIFFERENCE!



FOCUS



WE ARE DIFFERENT: AREAS OF 

FOCUS
The “Fourth Industrial 
Revolution” is the result 
of rapid and nonlinearly 
converging technologies 
including advanced 
automation, cloud 
computing, Internet-of-
Things [IoT], industrial 
robotics, and artificial 
intelligence, all driven by 
relentlessly forward by the 
ubiquity of low cost and high-
performance computing. 
AGBI envisions fostering 
disruptive innovation in 
the domains of Financial 
Technology, Educational 
Technology, Health 
Technology, Agricultural 
Technology and Energy/
Ecology Technology. It 
would encourage nascent 
entrepreneur to leverage 
emerging technologies such 
as Augmented/Artificial 
Intelligence, Internet of 
Things, Machine Learning, 
Algorithmic Analytics and 
Blockchain etc., to lead 
platform-revolution and 
inclusive enterprises.

WE ARE DIFFERENT: 

ARCHITECTURE
AGBI is the convergence of 
“Technology, Management 
and CompassionTM”. 
AGBI believes that in order 
to bring change, inclusive-
growth, high-value and 
social impact, the incubator 
and it’s start-ups must stand 
on ‘Compassion’. 
AGBI leverages GLIM’s 
unique Karma Yoga (KY) 
program - A unique Great 
Lakes socio-educational 
initiative build on the concept 
of ‘Servant Leadership’ – the 
highest form of leadership, 
wherein all students as 
aspiring leaders, commit 
time towards the upliftment 
of 25+ neighbouring villages.
The goal for AGBI and KY is to 
create Social Value & Social 
Capital – when people move 
from a state of dependency to 
a state of self-sufficiency and 
then independence, through 
enhancement of health, 
education and employability 
generating trust, happiness 
and commitment. 
The AGBI-KY collaboration is 
also a means to create value 
through CSR commitment 
and the promotion of Social-
Entrepreneurship. Startups 
of AGBI-KY shall be always 
treated on priority.



WE ARE DIFFERENT: PROCESS – ‘MAATA.PITA.GURU.

DEIVAM’

Great Lakes has refined an evidence-based startup 

venture development methodology pivoted on ‘Lean 

Startup’ and ‘Design Thinking & Innovation’. 

The goal is to Create “Global-born, De-risked, Inves-

table ventures”, that address the severe bottlenecks 

identified in the entrepreneurial ecosystem in India, 

viz., opportunity startup, internationalization, high 

growth, product innovation and startup skills. 

The risks of inability to provide value to customer, 

execute, go-to-market and compete are addressed 

through guided mentorship and hand-holding 

through activities centred around concept develop-

ment, customer development, agile development and 

rapid pivots.

AGBI’s Grand Challenge Approach - Grand challenges 

around industry-sourced problems/opportunities set 

the context for solution-driven entrepreneurs. Start-

ups working on the same problem/opportunity state-

ment are grouped together to form a cohort for col-

laboration and shared learning.

MAATA: AGBI’s model of Immersive Incubation man-

dates full-time residential incubation with rigorous 

training intensive mentoring and International im-

mersion. 90-days of accelerated incubation with fo-

cus on concept and customer development, agile 

development, and quick pivots, which are followed 

by 9-months of continuous support – verily like the 

period in the mother’s womb in pregnancy - to select 

graduates.

PITA: AGBI also employs ‘investment readiness me-

trics’ of the venture company to determine the exit 

route and graduate the successful ventures out of 

incubation program – like how the Father will hand-

hold, Educate and enable the child that is growing to 

manage itself physically and mentally. Ventures that 

graduate are Global-born De-risked and Investment 

ready. 

GURU: AGBI leverages GLIM’s world-class faculties, 

their strong networks globally and in India to create 

a panel of thought leaders and successful serial en-

trepreneurs to guide and mentor the incubates. Pro-

blem/opportunity statement providers offer support 

mentorship investment etc. to graduates to take their 

solution to the next level of commercialization

Besides a well-conceived exit strategy, AGBI has in-

tegrated alumni service and post-program support to 

help graduating entrepreneurs to sustain commercial 

viability as long as possible through a network pro-

gram.

DEIVAM: AGBI draws upon the missionary zeal of 

the Atal innovation Mission, NITI AAYOG, Government 

of India, and other patrons of ventures such as angel 

investors, private equity firms, stakeholders of pro-

moters, customers and suppliers who, like the God 

Almighty, provide for and ensure a safe and enabling 

socio-economic environment to the entire ecosystem 

above, for the safety and success of the new Ventures. 

AGBI thus is a manifestation of the universal ‘Maata.

Pita.Guru.Deivam’ quadrumvirate in action.

THE QUADRUMVIRATE



The goal is to Create “Global-

born, De-risked, Investable 

ventures”, that address the 

severe bottlenecks identified in 

the entrepreneurial ecosystem 

in India, viz., opportunity 

startup, internationalization, 

high growth, product 

innovation and startup skills. 



WE ARE DIFFERENT, WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE:  6G 

MODELTM

The AGBI 6G incubation process model of ‘Gate, 

Gauge, Guide, Grow,Graduate and Generate’, taps 

into the combined expertise of Great Lakes and AGBI’s 

illustrious panel of board members, allied premier 

academic and corporate institutions, sector mentors, 

and alumni network. The schematic below gives the 

overview of this model.

GATE: AGBI has laid out a well-defined set of criteria 

to identify the country’s best minds and breakthrough 

ideas for incubation that will serve as a ‘Gate’ to 

admittance. These criteria have been evolved by 

studying the global best practices in this regard, and 

then applying mind on the “next practices” that are 

appropriate for the present and the future of our 

country.

GAUGE: Startups by nature have to deal with a 

multitude of risks, which AGBI will help them ‘Gauge’ 

in order to effectively mitigate those risks during 

incubation. 

GUIDE: During the incubation tenure, through 

the structured conceptual inputs, mentoring and 

consulting clinics, the startups will be ‘Guided’ 

THE 6G MODEL

to develop their validated solution, develop and 

execute on strategy and launch into the market. 

Concept Development, customer development, agile 

development and rapid pivots will form the basis of all 

activities undertaken, until the startups have launched 

into the market with a solution that serves a real 

customer need. 

GROW: It is at this point where the startups enter the 

market. The startup is not only self-sufficient but is 

also growing rapidly, with a large momentum to scale 

and expand its scope.

GRADUATE: At this stage, the incubatees stabilise 

the business and work on the globalizability. The 

startup at this stage will have the potential to expand 

into global markets.

GENERATE: The sixth stage  of our incubation is about 

the generating of value – economic value addition 

to the stakeholders, and social value addition to the 

society & nation – by way of wealth, employment, 

support to governments and communities/nation in 

other ways.

AGBI shall see itself as the trustee of every one of its 

startups across all these six stages, five of them inside 

its premises and the sixth outside in the society.





WE ARE DIFFERENT: THE GRAND CHALLENGE 

APPROACH

TAGBI Grand Challenges are a family of initiatives 

that exploit innovation to solve problems of industrial 

relevance and social importance, leveraging 

emerging technologies such as Artificial/Augmented 

Intelligence, IoT, Machine Learning, Algorithmic 

Analytics and Blockchain. 

Our Grand Challenges allow for ‘Integrative Innovation’ 

- the coordinated application of technological, social 

and business innovation to develop solutions to 

complex challenges, while disruptive or incremental, 

that recognize that scientific/technological 

innovations have a greater chance of going to scale 

to achieve global impact and sustainability if they 

are developed from the outset in conjunction with 

appropriate social and business innovations. 

Grand Challenges are also occasions (and incentives) 

for new players – innovators, technologists, 

researchers, management experts, academicians 

and others, in the innovation ecosystem to emerge 

and become active. It helps to build and strengthen 

communities of innovators that are collaborative, 

THE GRAND CHALLENGE

interdisciplinary, and global by articulating important 

challenges that have the potential to deliver real 

impact to industries and the world at large. 

The AGBI Grand Challenge approach involves 

sourcing of thematic problem/aspiration statements 

from industry partners in the domains of Finance, 

Education, Health, Agriculture and Ecology/Energy, 

that are reframed and contextualized to create 

Grand Challenge(s) that provide solution-driven 

innovators and entrepreneurs with focus, direction 

and opportunities to commercialize, courtesy of the 

problem/aspiration providers. Apart from carefully 

designing Grand Challenges, AGBI as an accelerated 

incubator, will play the role of enabler and facilitator, 

by bringing together all innovation ecosystem 

players, to help entrepreneurs arrive at de-risked, 

investable solutions to identified problem statements 

and the overarching Grand Challenge, rapidly and 

collaboratively





WE ARE DIFFERENT: OFFERINGS
AIMLAB Resources: On-site access to a state-of-the-

art AI/ML/IoT lab resources and technology experts, 

located within a modern, innovation conducive 

10,000sqft incubation facility.

Marquee Partners: Access to marquee Technology, 

Corporate and Investment partners, both at the 

National and International level.

International Exposure: Access to International 

academic partners and start-up ecosystem for 

concept or customer development and scale-up

Design Thinking Approach: Focus on Design Thinking 

and Lean Startup Methodologies, through guided 

training and ready access to tools.

Urban-Rural Microcosms: Easy access to pan-India 

microcosm, rural and urban markets 

Start-Up Support: Access to Seed and follow-on 

funding, Training and Mentorship, and business 

support services such as Legal, Accounting and Tax 

services etc.

Incubation Facilities: Housed within the sprawling, 

uber-modern and innovation-friendly 10,000sqft 

incubator are various facilities and amenities, 

specifically designed for AGBI startups, inspired by the 

best layouts of over 50+ international and national 

incubators and accelerators.

• Creative Space – The 1200 sqft creative space 

is meant for brainstorming and collaborative 

OFFERINGS

thinking between and among teams, that also 

doubles up as an event space for workshop and 

training events.

• Tinkering Lab – The 800 Sqft maker space and IoT 

lab comes equipped with best equipment for low 

and high-fidelity prototyping, complete with 3d 

printer, PCB miller and a variety of IoT equipment 

and kits, for almost any IoT application.

• AI-ML Lab – The AI-ML Lab is equipped with 35 

powerful computers, cloud and local servers, 

ultra-fast internet connection, quad monitors etc. 

that allow startups to develop almost any AI-ML 

application using the 20+ software programs that 

come inbuilt with the systems.

• Collaborative Work Spaces & Meeting Rooms – 

Startups are assigned work spaces and can freely 

use the various meeting rooms, designed for 

comfort and quality team work.

• Multi-Media studio – Startups can use the state-

of-the-art multi-media studio to record explainer 

videos for their products, promotional videos for 

their business and much more!

• Pantry – Round the clock access to the pantry as 

well as food kiosks on campus

• Accommodation – Accommodation for startup 

founders on a twin-sharing basis on the platinum 

LEED rated Great Lakes campus. 





WE ARE DIFFERENT: PATRONS 
AGBI, tapping into the network of Great Lakes, can proudly boast of an illustrious panel of academic and business 

advisors, patrons and well-wishers. 

ACADEMIC AND CORPORATE PARTNERS – 

• Illinois Institute of Technology – Chicago

• Babson College

• Singapore Management University

• Stanford Business School

• Indian Institute of Technology, Madras

• Colosseum Group

• Paypal

• Virtusa

• Intellect

And many more….

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS - 

• Mr. Lakshmi Narayanan (Ex-Vice Chairman & Ex-CEO: Cognizant Technologies)

• Mr. Shailu Tipparaju (Founder & CEO: Colosseum Group)

• Mr. Mohan Lakhamraju (Founder & CEO: Great Learning)

• Dr. VS Arunachalam (Founder & Chairman: CSTEP)

• Dr. John Bilson (Dean: Stuart School of Business, IIT Chicago)

• Dr. Ashok Jhunjhunwala (Professor, IIT Madras; Co-chairman, IITM Incubation Cell)

• Mr. MM Murugappan (Exec. Chairman: Murugappa Group)

• Mr. Arun Jain (Chairman & Managing Director: Intellect Design Arena)

And many more….

PATRONS





FOUNDER : RAKESH MUNNANOORU
Raises Series B funding from Colosseum Group

Rs 72 Crores

WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: MARQUEE 
INCUBATEES

WHISTLE DRIVE

Whistle Drive, a multi-city transportation-as-

a-service provider, founded by Mr. Rakesh 

Munnanooru, offers an Integrated “Fleet of Cabs 

+ Software” solution powered by best-in-class 

location tracking and AI-driven analytics.

ATSUYA TECHNOLOGIES 

Atsuya Technologies founded by GLIM alumnus 

Mr. Rahul Ganapathysubramanian, offers a 

unique IoT-based solution for monitoring all 

refrigeration assets on a real- time basis for 

value-added business insights, cost reduction 

and preventive maintenance.

SMARTORIES 

Smartories Pvt. Ltd. founded by alumni Mr. 

A. Vigneswaran and Mr. S. Mathanakrishnan, 

aims to transform conventional manufacturing 

companies by making their machinery ‘smart’ 

through the use of connected devices that 

provides real-time actionable insights to 

management.

INCUBATEES



FOUNDER : RAHUL GANAPATHY
Wins ATAL NEW INDIA CHALLENGE (ANIC)

grant of 

Rs 1 Crore

FOUNDER : VIGNESHWARAN ASOKAN & 
MATHANA KRISHNAN S

wins 

“Most Innovative Start-up”
at the

4th AGC Entrepreneurship Cafe

“Ideas are no one’s monopoly. Think big, think fast, think 
ahead.”
– Dhirubhai Ambani, Reliance Industries



WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: MEMORABLE 
EVENTS 

ANNUAL GLOBAL CONVENTION 

ENTREPRENEUR CAFÉ 

Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai, 

supported by AGBI organized the 4th Annual 

Global Convention (AGC) 2018 of Entrepreneur 

Cafe – one of its kind, 24 hour non-stop 

conference at its ECR Campus on 8th – 9th Dec 

2018, with theme – ‘Disruptive Entrepreneurship 

in Amazing India (AI)’ in collaboration with TiE, 

FICCI and Ivy Next.

Chief Guest Shri. M. K. Pandiarajan, Minister of 

Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Archaeology, 

Government of Tamil Nadu and Founder, Mafoi 

Management Consultants delivered the keynote 

address.

Shri. R Ramanan, Additional Secretary and 

Mission Director - Atal Innovation Mission, Shri 

Suresh Krishna - Chairman, Sundaram Fasteners 

Limited, Shri. Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, 

Principal Secretary, MSME, Govt. Of Tamil Nadu 

delivered the special address.

AGBI Startups - WhistleDrive, Smartories and 

Crowd Designs pitched at the event and won 

various awards such as ‘most innovative start 

up’, ‘Most Promising Start up’ etc.

EVENTS



AGBI SOFT LAUNCH

The AGBI soft launch on 22nd February was truly 

memorable with Shri. R.Ramanan - Additional Secretary 

and Mission Director, Atal Innovation Mission and Mr. 

Madhavan Seshadri – Senior VP, Virtusa serving as Chief 

Guests. The temporary incubator facility was inaugurated 

by Shri. Ramanan in the presence of Dr. Bala Balachandran, 

Mr. M. Seshadri and Mr. Shailu Tipparaju. 

AGBI startups – Smartories, Crowd Designs and Atsuya 

Technologies and Hyperion Business Model competition 

finalists showcased their innovative products at the launch.

11TH IEC – ‘AIMLAB’

Great Lakes hosted the 11th International Entrepreneurship 

Conference on 21st February 2019 at the ECR 

campus. Organized by the Centre for Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship Committee at Great Lakes, with support 

from AGBI, the conference was based on the theme ‘AIMLAB 

– For the world going from Zero to One’. The speakers for 

IEC included Guest of Honor Mr. Amol Dhondse, Master 

Inventor, IBM India Software Labs, Keynote address by Mr. 

Siva Namasivayam, co-Founder and CEO, SCIO Health 

Analytics, an EXL company, Mr. Kirthivasan, Virtusa Leader 

to highlight on Virtusa – AGBI Collaboration. 

The inaugural ceremony was followed by Coffee Table Book 

Launch – ‘Regaining Paradise’ by Dr. Bala and guests. 

Dr. Narasinga Rao’s family was also present to hand over 

cash prize for winners from several IEC competitions held in 

last few months, including ‘Hyperion’ the national business 

plan competition, that attracted several entrepreneurs 

from various parts of the country with ideas across sectors 

such as manufacturing, health, fintech etc. The conference 

concluded with an AIMLAB workshop by Mr. Arvind Srivatsan 

& Pradeep Sampath Kumar from Paypal India.



PAISA VASOOL

The 60-hour entrepreneurship event from 13th - 15th 

September 2019, was intended to bring out the budding 

entrepreneur in every participant by allowing them to plan, 

organize and run small scale businesses on campus. With 

120+ stall owners, Paisa Vasool witnessed several nano 

businesses come to life and thrive over the 60-hour period, 

from food to entertainment and lifestyle businesses.

ATL BOOTCAMP

From September 9th - 13th 2019, AGBI conducted a 5-day 

residential bootcamp for three high school teams from 

the greater Chennai region, who have been shortlisted 

by AIM as among the top-50 innovative student teams, 

nationally, who will be presenting their innovations at the 

national finals in November, as part of the Atal Tinkering 

Lab (ATL) Student Innovator Program Competition. 

Over the course of the 5 days, the student teams were 

guided through the process of customer development 

and agile development, by leveraging GLIM’s unique 

access to neighbouring KY Villages, apart from visiting 

the IITM Research Park and Murugappa Chettiar Research 

Centre, for customer and expert feedback and validation. 

The teams received training in various topics such as 

pitch presentation, business modelling, data analytics, UI 

design etc.



WOMEN IN DATA SCIENCE – CHENNAI MEETUP

Women in Data Science is an initiative by Stanford 

University, which aims to inspire and educate data 

scientists worldwide, regardless of gender, and 

support women in the field.

The WiDS Chennai meetup was organized jointly by 

Paypal and AGBI at the Paypal Chennai office on April 

27th 2019. 

FINTECH STARTUP WEEKEND

A 3-day residential fintech startup weekend from 

13th - 15th September 2019, in partnership with 

Paypal and Virtusa where Fintech entrepreneurs and 

‘wannapreneurs’ heard first-hand from fintech global 

corporations - the challenges/opportunities in the 

industry to serve as a starting point for ideation or 

validation for entrepreneurs as they built out their 

fintech solution. Entrepreneurs also learnt how 

to leverage AI/ML/Analytics and other emerging 

technologies towards building a more robust solution.

Apart from the above, participants had the opportunity 

to showcase their fintech solution at the Fintech 

‘Silicon Gully’ exhibition to the entire Great Lakes 

community, fintech experts, VCs etc, participate 

in startup workshops to fine tune their business 

model, MVP and pitch presentation and receive 1-1 

mentorship from fintech, tech and startup experts.

Mr. Sudin Baraokar - Founder AIOTF and 

BankChainAsset was the chief guest for the event, 

joined by Mr. Pradeep Kumar - Head of Strategic 

Initiatives, PayPal Incubator and Dr. Rajeev Roy - 

Entrepreneurship Professor, XLRI Jamshedpur as 

Guests of Honour. Various experts on Fintech and AI/

ML technologies addressed the participants over the 

weekend from Paypal, RBS, CAMS and Fracsn. 





WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: ONE INDIA

India is a country of high diversity, which has been 
exploited by vested interests for centuries through 
“divide and rule” manipulation, and remains  
vulnerable to it even today. Entrepreneurship is that 
one socio-economic activity that can heal these 
divides and make us one India, making regions come 
together and hand-in-hand make India prosper, thus 
paving the way for the paradise to be regained…
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…all thy heart is set on high designs,
High actions. But wherewith to be achieved?
Great acts require great means of enterprise;

-John Milton, Paradise Regained, c.1671

Perhaps the most timeless and apt exhortation for 

all mankind were these, that the blind genius who 

saw everything, wrote 350 years ago in his prophetic 

sequel, The Paradise Regained.

This is also the essence of all that we at Great lakes 

family are taught by example by our founder dr Bala, 

and the caution that he has ingrained in our work ethic.

We the editorial team of this little, but critical, 

compendium - of the compelling Vision of Dr. Bala 

that, like the good Lord’s Will that created the Universe, 

has germinated, sprouted and is growing into a true 

servant of the nation and, going forward, the known 

world – count ourselves to be immensely fortunate 

to have been here and now, to have made this feeble 

contribution to that mighty prescience, by arranging 

these lofty thoughts, words, and imagery that you 

hold in your hands.

We can say with conviction that it is the beauty and 

power of this Vision that makes us get up every day 

with a smile on our face and a lilt in our hearts, looking 

forward to laying a few more bricks in this creation of 

Destiny through the day, day after day. 

DEDICATION
Of all these endeavours of Great Lakes, the sweetest 

perhaps, and the most meaningful of them for us, is 

this creation of an Incubator – a Moment of Truth for 

ever for any Educational Institution that shall answer 

Milton’s admonition above – to Do what we say, 

learn, know and wish – that constantly demands our 

accountability to turn words into deeds, and deeds 

into Enterprises that shall serve humanity.

What more could we ask? 

At this momentous hour, We rededicate ourselves to 

this immense good fortune that Great Lakes is, and 

shall ever be, to do it’s share in the renaissance of our 

glorious country, to regain that Paradise of wisdom, 

dharma, prosperity and happiness for all, that India 

was for centuries, by God’s immense grace.

Ranga Veeravalli, Elizabeth Idikula, Pratima 

Lakshmanan, Rahul Ramachandran, Narmadha
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