




“We hope the world will act in the 
spirit of enlightened self-interest” 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee





Assessed on several parameters over a period of 12 weeks, the AGBI was awarded the best incubator among the AIM Top 20 Incubators, making 
it one of the youngest incubators to win this prestigious award. The parameters that were measured for the ratings were:  

1. Pitch Presentation to Startup Stakeholders 

2. Incubator Model Canvas  

3. Incubation Program Canvas 

Some of the other incubators in the top 20 category included - AIC Pondicherry Engineering College Foundation, AIC at Indian School of 
Business, AIC at IITH, AIC at CCMB, AIC BIMTECH and 91 springboard. Master trainer – Mr. Daniel Kranzler, Senior Partner, Capria Ventures and 
Senior Advisor – Wadhwani Foundation conducted a workshop and the AGBI representatives trained were Mr. Saurabh Chaubey and Ms. 
Elizabeth I.  

AGBI awarded ‘Best Incubator’ among AIM TOP-20 
Incubators in less than 1 year since launch!

SAURABH CHAUBEY 
CEO, AGBI

ELIZABETH I 
COO, AGBI



In an effort to identify India’s best student innovators, Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) of the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) of NITI Aayog, organized an Atal 
Tinkering Marathon, a six month long nationwide challenge across six different thematic areas, namely, clean energy, water resources, waste management, 
healthcare, smart mobility and agri-tech. From over 650 innovations received, Top 100 were shortlisted based on novelty and prototype functionality. There 
100 teams were then given a month to further refine their prototypes and rework their presentations. Following this, their innovations were judged by an 
esteemed panel of judges including industry and academia experts to select the Top 30 innovations. These top 30 innovations have been identified from 20 
different States and Union territories from across India. On the eve of the National Technology Day, ATL Marathon’s Top 30 Innovations were showcased. 
PCKG GOVT Hr Sec School, Kodambakkam team is one among them who were mentored by AGBI. 

About the Team: Voting is the responsibility of every citizen to show their rights. Fake votes are common and some citizens fail to cast their votes. To 
overcome this problem, PCKG GOVT Hr Sec School, Kodambakkam students namely A.Vishal, R.J. Sushil Raj Singh, N.Sudharshan created REFING – an AI 
Biometric Voting Machine, a unique product compared to other voting machines currently available. Product REFING is designed to increase the voting 
percentage, avoid fake votes and helps migrated people to cast their vote easily from where ever they are. This product offers the below solutions.  

• Customers don’t need to carry any type of ID proof. Anywhere voting, no need to come to a poll booth.  

• Reduced manpower  

• Reduced chance of conflicts.  

• The product uses IoT 

• Increases the voting percentage 

• This product will help people to cast their vote easily and their future product version will calculate the results easily

ATL Team mentored by AGBI receives President's award



WE ARE DIFFERENT,  WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: SUCCESS 
STORIES 

• AGBI Graduate Whistledrive raises 70 Crore in series B 
funding from International VC firm – Colosseum Group. 
Founder Mr. Rakesh M has been added to the Forbes 
Innovation Council – 2020. 

• AGBI Graduate Atsuya Tech wins the Atal New India 
Innovation Grant of Rs. 1cr. and is now working closely with the 
Arunachal Government to help track and monitor citizens 
quarantined due to covid-19 

• AGBI Graduate Crowd Designs was one of the first startups to 
pivot in response to the covid-19 pandemic and within just 4 
months of lockdown had sold almost 2 Lakh PPE kits to the 
healthcare community. 

• AGBI graduate Smartories has successfully signed several 
major injection moulding manufacturer, after successful pilots 
and has been awarded the ‘Most innovative startup’ by 
Entrepreneur Cafe 

STARTUP SUCCESSES

Rabin S. K. 
Founder

Rakesh Munnanooru 
Founder & CEO

Rahul Ganapathy 
Founder & CEO

A. Vigneswaran, S. Mathanakrishnan 
Co- Founders



WE ARE DIFFERENT,  WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: SUCCESS STORIES 

• Incubatee ‘GiBots’ has generated a whopping 2.5crores in revenue till date 
and 1Cr since April 2020 

• Incubatee ‘ISupportFarming’ has raised 2.5cr from Angel investor Mr. 
Lakshminarayanan and is featured in the International journal – Rural21 

• Incubatee ‘Innogle’ has been awarded the top5 innovations in allied areas by 
National Startup Awards 2020 – DPIIT, the top500 global innovations by 
Singapore’s Slingshot2020. Innogle has also been awarded ‘Most innovative 
startup 2019’ by MEITY, GoI 

• Incubatee ‘Daarsh Innovations’ has won the prestigeous 50Lakh BIRAC 
Ignition Grant 

• Incubatee ‘Sumit Healthcare’ has been awarded the prestigeous 50crore 
BIRAC Grant 

• Incubatee ‘AIOTF’ has a massive 15+ global client reach across manufacturing, 
BFSI, Consulting, Fortune 1000 companies

STARTUP SUCCESSES

Anil G. Nair 
Founder & CEO

Vijaykumar Mani 
Co-Founder & Director

Shobana U 
CEO

Dinesh Aggarwal 
Co-Founder & CEO

Ravindra Singh Kshatri 
Founder & CEO

Sudin Baraokar 
CEO



WE ARE DIFFERENT,  WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: SUCCESS STORIES 

• Incubatee ‘Braingroom’ has been featured in the Top10 startups by Silicon 
Valley Startup City 2019 

• Incubatee ‘ Vanghee’ has onboarded a whopping 10,000 customers such as 
Starbucks, various private banks etc. in a short spab of 6 months! 

• Incubatee ‘Scermlind’ has launched its platform ‘Atium’ in Europe and is now 
doing a pilot for the French National Swimming Team.  

• Incubatee ‘Xfinito Biodesigns’ is a recipient of the 10Lakh Nidhi Prayas Grant 
and was awarded the top3 innovations by Medtechnovation – DERBI 
Foundation and IESA 

• Incubatee ‘Finaara’ pivoted to offer migrant workers displaced due to the 
covid-19 pandemic means to remit funds to their families 

• Incubatee ‘RaVikas’ has been featured in the International Database of Indian 
Innovations

STARTUP SUCCESSES

Madhula Sathyamoorthy 
Founder & CEO

Muthukumar M 
Founder & CEO

Murugesh Kumar 
Founder & CEO

Siddharth & Prashant 
Founders

Uthayashankar  
CTO

Ravisenji 
Founder



Dear Friends, 

Invention & Innovation are products of an indomitable spirit coupled with relentless   hard  work and merciful serendipitous 
moments. What begins as a small idea in someone’s head today has the potential to alter everything from a basic grocery 
purchase to robotic neurosurgery. The very thought of these possibilities is as exhilarating as it is humbling since it brings with it 
the realization that the Universe is full of possibilities and there is many a mystery waiting to be unraveled. One of the  core  
components  of  the DNA of our country, India is ‘enterprise’. Ours is a civilization that has survived for thousands of years and 
has for a long part of that time, demonstrated unrivalled progress in the face of overwhelming odds. Our understanding of all 
disciplines,  be it Engineering, Medicine, Surgery, Astrology, Astronomy, Mathematics, Science, Arts, Spirituality etc. was so 
advanced that our Universities at Taxila, Kanchi, Nalanda, Pushpagiri etc. were considered exalted temples of learning and 
frequented by students from all over the world.  

It is therefore, but natural for some of this enterprise to perpetuate and generations later, here we are at the brink of yet another 
revolution, spearheaded by the power of  IT. India’s leadership is keenly aware of our untapped potential and is leaving no stone 
unturned to unearth it, channel it through the right vehicles and take ownership of the new world economic order. As an 
extension of our Hon’ble PM’s ‘Make in India’ initiative, Great Lakes is proud to be one of only 4 b-schools selected to receive 
the prestigious Atal Innovation Mission grant to set up the Atal-Great-Lakes Balachandran Incubator (ABGI) at our campus at 
Chennai.  

For those children of India, who are enterprising, hardworking, determined and motivated, the AGB Incubator will be the 
mother-ship that propels them into an entirely different trajectory of growth, advancement, innovation and impact. The following 
pages document the vision, mission, goals and our journey of the last 10 months commencing with the grand inauguration of 
our 10,000 sq. ft. Incubation Centre on the 18th of November 2019. I hope reading our story inspires you and gives you wings 
to create one of your own. 

Over the last 1.5 decades, Great Lakes has contributed to the professional enhancement of our corporate community through 
its cutting-edge and pioneering Management curriculum and helped shape their careers in myriad ways. As a relatively ‘new kid 
on the block’, what we lack in age and experience, we make up for in youth, vitality and sheer entrepreneurial spirit. This is 
what sets us apart from the competition. Yes! We are different. Thus, we make the  difference  and now, we deliver this 
difference. Every student of the graduating class will now have the opportunity to test their ideas and plans, utilize all the 
facilities of the AGBI including the AIMLAB, tinkering lab, mentor clinic etc., and unlock their full potential and become shining 
stars of our great community. 

It is a matter of personal delight and immense satisfaction for me to witness the commencement of yet another era – yet 
another avenue through which Great Lakes is able to contribute to the progress and advancement of our country and her people. 
Jai Hind! Jai Great Lakes! Jai AGBI!  

Bala V Balachandran 

J L Kellogg Distinguished Professor (emeritus in 

service) of Accounting & Information Management, 

Northwestern University,  USA  

Founder, Chairman & Dean (emeritus),  Great Lakes 

Institute of Management,  India

FOREWORD



Entrepreneurship has been the dominant driver of economic growth in the US for the past 200 years. It has  been  
responsible  for making the US Economy the largest  and  strongest  economy in the world. In the past 10 years, 
small businesses and startups in the US, numbering at 30.7 million, have created 64% of net  new  jobs in the US. 
India has 42.5 million small businesses, which are the second largest employer after agriculture. If nurtured well, 
entrepreneurship has  the  potential  to  transform the Indian Economy and create millions of new jobs. The risk of 
survival for any new venture and entrepreneur is highest in the very early days where it is toughest to get access to 
any resources. If they are supported at this stage, some of this risk can be mitigated.  

This is exactly where the Atal Great Lakes Balachandran Incubator (AGBI),  set  up  by  Great  Lakes Institute of 
Management  under the Atal Innovation Mission of the Government of India, aspires to play a significant role. The 
AGBI   is set up to serve as a nurturing resource centre for creative entrepreneurship pursuing innovative new 
ventures that provides them access to critical resources while ensuring that their focus and attention can  remain  on 
solving the problem they aim  to  solve.  

By providing access to infrastructure, technology, guidance, learning, networking and mentorship for deserving and 
committed entrepreneurs, the AGBI addresses several of the key risks and improves  the  chances of success for 
them substantially. By doing this for a large number of entrepreneurs over the coming years, AGBI and Great Lakes 
will contribute further to our nation building and economic growth.

Mohan Lakhamraju 

Founder & CEO,  
Great Learning 

Vice Chairman, 
Great Lakes Institute of Management

MESSAGE



This is the time when we are talking about the future. A future that is hurtling towards us, one that gives us a lot of hope 

about what could be. We are at the cusp of a technological revolution. Self-driving cars, AI-powered robots, and VR-based 

experiential platforms are all a reality. Business models are getting upended every day, and established players in  the market 

are having to  deal with a quantum change in their assumptions. In the midst of all these changes, the need of the hour is an 

avenue for young entrepreneurs to channelize their energy and efforts.  

The Atal Great Lakes Balachandran Initiative (AGBI) is a one of a kind incubator that bridges the gap between technology 

and business. Would-be technopreneurs  will  find the resources of a business school extremely valuable in creating a viable 

business model. Entrepreneurs with limited technical expertise will find the access to technical resources provided by AGBI to 

be invaluable. This is a path-breaking initiative that is bound to have significant impact on the start-up environment in India. 

On behalf of Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai, I am proud to welcome would-be entrepreneurs, mentors, 

advisers, investors, and other interested parties to AGBI. 

Suresh Ramanathan 

Dean & Principal, 
Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai

MESSAGE

Saurabh Kumar Chaubey 

CEO, AGBI  
(AIC Great Lakes Balachandran Incubator)

Following a spectacular launch, AGBI in less than a span of a year has risen among the ranks of Atal Incubators and has 

emerged as the ‘Best Incubator among the top 20 Atal Incubator’, under the watchful guidance of our founder Chairman, 

Padamshri awardee, Dr. Bala V Balachandran. Today, when India has become the country with the world’s largest young 

population, we have both challenges and opportunities in harnessing the energy of our  youth.  The  future of our country 

thus lies in the innovation and entrepreneurship culture’s  development   among the  younger  generation.   

With this aim, Atal Innovation Mission has chosen us as one of the Atal incubation centres to build a  model incubation centre. 

I believe there is no better place than the Great Lakes Institute of Management for such a center. Being a world-class 

business school, Great Lakes brings unique industry partnerships, international strategic collaborations, and access to 

eminent management gurus  for   the   startups.   We   are committed to building a world-class incubator to be a model and 

inspiration for other upcoming  incubators  across ,India. We will equip our energetic younger  generation   startups with    

experience,    guidance, and resources to build global enterprises with the goal of “ Make in India, Make for World “.   

In the Kurukshetra of the business world, our role  will  be  of Lord Krishna, to help Arjunas (our startups) to realize their full 

potential to succeed with dharma. We want to change our youth’s aspirations from job seekers  to  job creators. We will 

strive hard to achieve the vision of our Dr. Bala V Balachandran, to graduate as many successful startups as MBAs from Great 

Lakes! 





WE ARE DIFFERENT 

Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai was founded in 2004 by Dr. Bala V Balachandran, J.L.Kellogg Distinguished 
Professor (Emeritus in service) of Accounting & Information Management, Northwestern University, Illinois, USA.  

Great Lakes is associated with several of the best schools in the world including Illinois  Institute  of   Technology   to   offer courses 
in Business Analytics & Technopreneurship), the Babson College (for entrepreneurship and family business related courses), Bordeaux 
University (student exchange program) and many more. Further, the institute has Centres of Excellence sponsored by companies to 
further research and studies in their specific focus areas like the Union Bank CfE in Banking, Kotler – Srinivasan CfE in Marketing, 
partnership with Virtusa to explore  the  IT/ITES space,  and  many  more.  

Throughout the year, Great Lakers meet, interact with and learn from titans of business, global academicians, policy makers and   
other such luminaries. In 2017-18 academic year alone, 100+ CXOs and industry leader shared perspectives with the learners of Great 
Lakes. GLIM’s industry collaborations give us a grasp of not only the best practices but also the next practices, direction of business 
and industry allowing us to accordingly prep our students to be super-managers.  

Less than ten years later, GLIM is consistently ranked among the Top-10 B-Schools of India, and has ranked 3rd among top 
Business Analytics programs at the International level. It has nurtured and sustained the only LEED Platinum Rated Green  Campus  
in India. GLIM on turning 10 years old, articulated its transformational ‘Good to Great’ journey.  

One of the goals as part of this vision, is to inspire, enable and research high-growth, high-impact entrepreneurship in India.  

PEDIGREE





WE ARE DIFFERENT 

To regain paradise lost over 600 years ago… 

India was the world’s most vibrant economic superpower for 1700 years except for the last 600 years when that paradise was lost 
by marauding hordes of oppressors and later by relentless colonization and exploitation of the British. 

Today, by turn of circumstances and global factors, India is in a position to stake its claim to regain its paradise and the lost glory by 
becoming a socio-economic superpower again. Great Lakes was created as a constituent catalyst for this grand vision of every Indian. 

Great Lakes Institute of Management was chosen by the Atal Innovation Mission in February 2019, to establish an  AIC,  at GLIM - 
Manamai campus off ECR on the outskirts of the thriving metropolis of Chennai. Named after the beloved dean emeritus and 
founder – Dr. Bala Balachandran for his passion for Innovative Technoprenuership, the AIC-Great Lakes Balachandran Incubator was 
born with the mission to  ‘evangelize,  network, and catalyse entrepreneurship growth in India’,  founded on ‘next practices’. 

We are delighted that we are given this opportunity to live our Values of “Passion with Compassion”, “Abilities with Nobility” and 
“Success with Integrity”, to enable our bright youth to not just be job seekers but to become job creators and wealth creators for 
our country - making India the new Silicon Valley for Prosperity and Productivity in the process – and Regain the Paradise we lost 
about 600 years ago, and make India the global destination again.  

VISION





WE ARE DIFFERENT 

The Fourth Industrial Revolution is the result of rapid and nonlinear converging technologies including advanced 
automation, cloud computing, Internet-ofThings [IoT], industrial robotics, and artificial intelligence, all driven by relentlessly 
forward by the ubiquity of low cost and high performance computing. AGBI envisions fostering disruptive innovation in the 
domains of Financial Technology, Educational Technology, Health Technology, Agricultural Technology and Energy/ 
Ecology Technology. It would encourage nascent entrepreneur to leverage emerging technologies such as Augmented/
Artificial Intelligence, Internet of Things, Machine Learning, Algorithmic Analytics and Blockchain etc., to lead platform-
revolution and inclusive enterprises.  

FOCUS

ARCHITECTURE
WE ARE DIFFERENT 

AGBI is the convergence of “Technology, Management and CompassionTM”. AGBI believes that in order to bring change, 
inclusive growth, high-value and social impact, the incubator and it’s start-ups must stand on ‘Compassion’. AGBI leverages 
GLIM’s unique Karma Yoga (KY) program - A unique Great Lakes socio-educational initiative build on the concept of 
‘Servant Leadership’ – the highest form of leadership, wherein all students as aspiring leaders, commit time towards the 
upliftment of 25+ neighbouring villages. The goal for AGBI and KY is to create Social Value & Social Capital – when people 
move from a state of dependency to a state of self-sufficiency and then independence, through enhancement of health, 
education and employability generating trust, happiness and commitment. The AGBI-KY collaboration is also a means to 
create value through CSR commitment and the promotion of SocialEntrepreneurship. Startups of AGBI-KY shall be always 
treated on priority.  







WE ARE DIFFERENT: PROCESS - MATA PITA GURU DEIVAM 

Great Lakes has refined an evidence-based startup venture development methodology pivoted on ‘Lean Startup’ and ‘Design Thinking & Innovation’. 
The goal is to Create “Global-born, De-risked, Investable ventures”, that address the severe bottlenecks identified in the entrepreneurial ecosystem in 
India, viz., opportunity startup, internationalization, high growth, product innovation and startup skills. The risks of inability to provide value to 
customer, execute, go-to-market and compete are addressed through guided mentorship and hand-holding through activities centred around concept 
development, customer development, agile development and rapid pivots. AGBI’s Grand Challenge Approach - Grand challenges around industry-
sourced problems/opportunities set the context for solution-driven entrepreneurs. Startups working on the same problem/opportunity statement are 
grouped together to form a cohort for collaboration and shared learning.  

MAATA:  AGBI’s model of Immersive Incubation mandates full-time residential incubation with rigorous training intensive mentoring and International 
immersion. 90-days of accelerated incubation with focus on concept and customer development, agile development, and quick pivots, which are 
followed by 9-months of continuous support – verily like the period in the mother’s womb in pregnancy - to select graduates. 

PITA: AGBI also employs ‘investment readiness metrics’ of the venture company to determine the exit route and graduate the successful ventures out 
of incubation program – like how the Father will handhold, Educate and enable the child that is growing to manage itself physically and mentally. 
Ventures that graduate are Global-born De-risked and Investment ready.  

GURU: AGBI leverages GLIM’s world-class faculties, their strong networks globally and in India to create a panel of thought leaders and successful serial 
entrepreneurs to guide and mentor the incubates. Problem/opportunity statement providers offer support mentorship investment etc. to graduates to 
take their solution to the next level of commercialization Besides a well-conceived exit strategy, AGBI has integrated alumni service and post-program 
support to help graduating entrepreneurs to sustain commercial viability as long as possible through a network program.  

DEIVAM: AGBI draws upon the missionary zeal of the Atal innovation Mission, NITI AAYOG, Government of India, and other patrons of ventures such 
as angel investors, private equity firms, stakeholders of promoters, customers and suppliers who, like the God Almighty, provide for and ensure a safe 
and enabling socio-economic environment to the entire ecosystem above, for the safety and success of the new Ventures. AGBI thus is a manifestation 
of the universal ‘Maata. Pita. Guru. Deivam’ quadrumvirate in action. 

THE QUADRUMVIRATE





WE ARE DIFFERENT,  WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: THE 6G MODEL 

The AGBI 6G incubation process model of ‘Gate, Gauge, Guide, Grow,Graduate and Generate’, taps into the combined expertise of Great Lakes 

and AGBI’s illustrious panel of board members, allied premier academic and corporate institutions, sector mentors, and alumni network. The 

schematic below gives the overview of this model.  

• GATE:  AGBI has laid out a well-defined set of criteria to identify the country’s best minds and breakthrough ideas for incubation that will serve 

as a ‘Gate’ to admittance. These criteria have been evolved by studying the global best practices in this regard, and then applying mind on the 

“next practices” that are appropriate for the present and the future of our country.  

• GAUGE: Startups by nature have to deal with a multitude of risks, which AGBI will help them ‘Gauge’ in order to effectively mitigate those risks 

during incubation.  

• GUIDE: During the incubation tenure, through the structured conceptual inputs, mentoring and consulting clinics, the startups will be ‘Guided’ 

to develop their validated solution, develop and execute on strategy and launch into the market. Concept Development, customer 

development, agile development and rapid pivots will form the basis of all activities undertaken, until the startups have launched into the 

market with a solution that serves a real customer need.  

• GROW: It is at this point where the startups enter the market. The startup is not only self-sufficient but is also growing rapidly, with a large 

momentum to scale and expand its scope.  

• GRADUATE:  At this stage, the incubatees stabilise the business and work on the globalizability. The startup at this stage will have the potential 

to expand into global markets.  

• GENERATE:  The sixth stage of our incubation is about the generating of value – economic value addition to the stakeholders, and social value 

addition to the society & nation – by way of wealth, employment, support to governments and communities/nation in other ways. AGBI shall 

see itself as the trustee of every one of its startups across all these six stages, five of them inside its premises and the sixth outside in the society.

THE 6G MODEL















WE ARE DIFFERENT:  THE GRAND CHALLENGE - APPROACH 

AGBI Grand Challenges are a family of initiatives that exploit innovation to solve problems of industrial relevance and social 
importance, leveraging emerging technologies such as Artificial/Augmented Intelligence, IoT, Machine Learning, Algorithmic 
Analytics and Blockchain.  

Our Grand Challenges allow for ‘Integrative Innovation’ - the coordinated application of technological, social and business 
innovation to develop solutions to complex challenges, while disruptive or incremental, that recognize that scientific/technological 
innovations have a greater chance of going to scale to achieve global impact and sustainability if they are developed from the 
outset in conjunction with appropriate social and business innovations.  

Grand Challenges are also occasions (and incentives) for new players – innovators, technologists, researchers, management experts, 
academicians and others, in the innovation ecosystem to emerge and become active. It helps to build and strengthen communities 
of innovators that are collaborative,  interdisciplinary, and global by articulating important challenges that have the potential to 
deliver real impact to industries and the world at large.  

The AGBI Grand Challenge approach involves sourcing of thematic problem/aspiration statements from industry partners in the 
domains of Finance, Education, Health, Agriculture and Ecology/Energy, that are reframed and contextualized to create Grand 
Challenge(s) that provide solution-driven innovators and entrepreneurs with focus, direction and opportunities to commercialize, 
courtesy of the problem/aspiration providers. Apart from carefully designing Grand Challenges, AGBI as an accelerated incubator, 
will play the role of enabler and facilitator, by bringing together all innovation ecosystem players, to help entrepreneurs arrive at de-
risked, investable solutions to identified problem statements and the overarching Grand Challenge, rapidly and collaboratively

THE GRAND CHALLENGE



AGBI Digital Healthtech Grand Challenge 

AGBI Digital Healthtech Grand Challenge sourced problem statements from medical industry partners Mehta Hospitals and Virtusa, 
broadcasting them to the innovation and entrepreneurship community via India’s largest Hackathon platform ‘Hackerearth’ with visibility to 
20Lakh+ developers and 20,000 startups. The Grand Challenge has resulted in a record number of idea submissions and shortlisted solutions 
– 150+ for potential adoption by the industry partners and potential startup support by AGBI. 

•7 Challenges, 3 winners and 5 category winners and other 7 top teams will offered incubation    

•Incubatee can choose to be mentored by Virtusa by giving first right to reject for funding/acquisitions to Virtusa 

•GC have received 1200+ registrations, 200+ submissions and  73 Prototype Submissions 

•Visibility to 20 Lakh+ developer community through HackerEarth Platform and 20000+ startups through Mailers and Startup India portal.   

PARTICIPATION NUMBERS

NUMBER OF REGISTRATIONS 1200

NUMBER OF TEAMS FORMED 900

NUMBER OF IDEAS SUBMITTED 200

IDEAS SHORTLISTED FOR FINALS 150



Dr. Bala V. Balachandran (Founder, Chairman & Dean (emeritus) Great Lakes Institute of Management, 
Mr. Ramanan Ramanathan (Mission Director - AIM, NITI Aayog, GoI)  

Dr. T. V. Somanathan (Expenditure Secretary, Ministry of Finance, GoI)



WE ARE DIFFERENT 

• AIMLAB Resources: On-site access to a state of the art AI/ML/IoT lab 

resources and technology experts, located within a modern, 

innovation conducive 10,000 sq. ft. incubation facility.  

• Marquee Partners: Access to marquee Technology, Corporate and 

Investment partners, both at the National and International level.  

• International Exposure: Access to International academic partners 

and start-up ecosystem for concept or customer development and 

scale-up  

• Design Thinking Approach: Focus on Design Thinking and Lean 

Startup Methodologies, through guided training and ready access to 

tools.  

• Urban-Rural Microcosms: Easy access to pan-India microcosm, rural 

and urban markets Start-Up Support: Access to Seed and follow-on 

funding, Training and Mentorship, and business support services such 

as Legal, Accounting and Tax services etc.  

• Incubation Facilities: Housed within the sprawling, uber modern and 

innovation-friendly 10,000 sqft incubator are various facilities and 

amenities, specifically designed for AGBI startups, inspired by the 

best layouts of over 50+ international and national incubators and 

accelerators. 

OFFERINGS • Creative Space – The 1200 sqft creative space is meant for 

brainstorming and collaborative thinking between and among teams, 

that also doubles up as an event space for workshop and training 

events.  

• Tinkering Lab – The 800 sqft maker space and IoT lab comes 

equipped with best equipment for low and high-fidelity prototyping, 

complete with 3d printer, PCB miller and a variety of IoT equipment 

and kits, for almost any IoT application.  

• AI-ML Lab – The AI-ML Lab is equipped with 35 powerful computers, 

cloud and local servers, ultra-fast internet connection, quad monitors 

etc. that allow startups to develop almost any AI-ML application 

using the 20+ software programs that come inbuilt with the systems.  

• Collaborative Work Spaces & Meeting Rooms – Startups are 

assigned work spaces and can freely use the various meeting rooms, 

designed for comfort and quality team work.  

• Multi-Media studio – Startups can use the state of the art multi-

media studio to record explainer videos for their products, 

promotional videos for their business and much more!  

• Pantry – Round the clock access to the pantry as well as food kiosks 

on campus  

• Accommodation – Accommodation for startup founders on a twin-

sharing basis on the platinum LEED rated Great Lakes campus. 





IDEATION & INNOVATION LAB

TINKERING LAB 

AI & ML LAB

FUTURE READY MULTIMEDIA LAB



STATE OF THE ART  
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE & MACHINE LEARNING LAB

HIGH COMPUTING CAPACITY 
PROCESSOR WITH 64 GB RAM

HIGH STORAGE OF 1 TB TO 
PROCESS LARGE DATASETS

QUAD MONITOR SETUP WITH 
GRAPHICS CARD FOR DEEP 

LEARNING & COMPUTER VISION

140,000 MACHINE MAN HOUR PER 
YEAR AVAILABLE FOR USE 

10 DELL OPTIFLEX 3070 

INTEL I7, 6 CORE, 12 MB CACHE, 32 
GB RAM, DDR4 

4.6 GHZ GRAPHICS

20 DELL PRECISION 3630 

INTEL I7, 8 CORE, 12 MB CACHE 

64BG RAM, 4.7 GHZ TURBO UHD 
GRAPHICS 630

5 DELL OPTIFLEX 5070  WITH  
QUAD SCREENS 

INTEL I7, 8 CORE, 12 MB CACHE 

64BG RAM, 4.7 GHZ TURBO UHD 
GRAPHICS 630



23%

9%

9%

14%

45%

AIMLAB FINANCE EDUCATION HEALTH AGRICULTURE

14%

23%

3% 3% 37%

22%

AI/ML ANALYTICS BLOCKCHAIN IOT MARKET RESEARCH MISC

MENTORS BY  
AREA OF EXPERTISE

POOL OF MENTORS 
TECH EXPERTISE WISE

360 DEGREE MENTORSHIP



PARTNERS





WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: MARQUEE GRADUATES 

WHISTLE DRIVE: Whistle Drive, a multi-city transportation-asa-service provider, 
founded by Mr. Rakesh Munnanooru, offers an Integrated “Fleet of Cabs + 
Software” solution powered by best-in-class location tracking and AI-driven 
analytics.  

GRADUATES

ATSUYA TECHNOLOGIES: Atsuya Technologies founded by GLIM alumnus 
Mr. Rahul Ganapathy Subramanian, offers a unique IoT-based solution for 
monitoring all refrigeration assets on a real- time basis for value-added 
business insights, cost reduction and preventive maintenance.  



WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE: MARQUEE GRADUATES 

SMARTORIES: Smartories Pvt. Ltd. founded by alumni Mr. A. Vigneswaran 
and Mr. S. Mathanakrishnan, aims to transform conventional manufacturing 
companies by making their machinery ‘smart’ through the use of connected 
devices that provides real-time actionable insights to management. 

GRADUATES

CROWD DESIGNS: Crowd Designs founded by alumnus Mr. Rabin S.K is an e-
commerce platform to crowd source designs for custom printed apparel. 



STARTUP SUMMARY MILESTONES

GIBOTS (Fintech)

Robotic Process Automation 
applied to financial management 
processes 

• Launched 3 products into the market –  
• MyKYC, MyExcise, MyVAT.  
• It has generated total revenue of Rs.2.6 Cr till now since 2016. Since 

Apr 2020, it has made revenue of Rs 1 Cr.

AIOTF (SaaS)
“AI based Cognitives as a Service” 
platform 

• 15+ global customers across Consulting, BFSI, Manufacturing,  
Services, Fortune 1000, Academia e.g. E&Y, Mckinsey, BCG etc. 

• Generated a revenue of Rs. 25 L till date, Rs. 2 L in July’20

BRAINGROOM (EduTech)
AI bots & gamification based 
learning in multiple vernacular 
languages to get students job ready 

• Featured in Top 10 Edtech Startups, 2019 – Silicon Valley Startup City  
• Trained 25,000 students on various tech courses  
• Revenue till date 1.7Cr, Revenue in July2020 5Lakhs 

VANGHEE (Fintech)

Provides APIs to automate banking 
functions that are generally 
performed manually on a banking 
portal. 

• Onboarded 10,000 customers e.g. major banks, starbucks, BBQ 
Nation etc. 

• Revenue of Rs. 60K in July 2020 – on track to generate Rs. 10L per 
month from Dec’2020

STARTUPS NEXT IN LINE FOR GRADUATION



STARTUP SUMMARY MILESTONES

FINAARA (Fintech)
Automated Verifiable Remittance 
Machine

• Finalist at Sequoia’s Surge for $1-2mn funding 
• 20 orders for AVRM from Global Money Exchange – to be fulfilled 
• Revenue till date Rs. 9L (Rs. 1.4L July’20)  
• Received seed fund from SWIIND

I SUPPORT FARMING 
(Agritech)

Full stack farm aggregator with a 
vision to increase farm productivity, 
market access and price realization 
through technology. 

• Launched farmerstores in July’20 for ‘farm to fork’ – 3000 orders 
received – Revenue 5L July’20 

• Raised investment of Rs. 2.5cr from Mr. Lakshmi Narayanan in 2018

INNOGLE (Oceantech)

Ocean Based data mining platform 
using data blocks, IoT to enable 
the safeguarding of fisherman, 
enable search and rescue 
operations, support research etc.  

• Finalist for Sequoia’s Surge for funding of $1-2mn 
• 15 customers onboarded 
• Revenue for Kadalcompass service – 2L July’20 
• Raised seed funding from SWIIND

DAARSH INNOVATIONS 
(Healthcare)

Daarsh Innovations is primarily 
involved with innovative products 
for infection control.. 

• Recipient of BIRAC Ignition grant Rs. 50 Lakhs 
• Prototype is ready

SUMIT HEALTHTECH - 
JIVANDEEP (Healthtech)

Social platform that connects all  
stakeholders involved in organ  
transplantation from patients, 
donors, volunteers, doctors, 
hospitals, rehabilitation centres, 
NGOs, fund providers etc.

• 2000+ users on platform 
• Received BIRAC Ignition grant of Rs. 50 Lakhs

SCREMLIND - ATIUM/
URUFIT (Healthtech)

First to build the digital physiology 
models for Indian population 
Atium – SaaS platform enabling 
high performance to athletes and 

• Beta trials of ATIUM by September’20 by swimming team in France 
and sports clubs -  Chennai CityFC, Centre for Sports Science, FC 
Madras, Bengaluru FC, Tejash Sports 

• Had a pitch to raise 1cr from Mumbai angels 
• Raised Seed fund from EDII and NIDHI Prayash



• Total Number of Startups: 53 - Emerging Tech: 39, Deep Tech: 17 

• 73% of our startups are in the emerging tech. And deep tech. areas

INCUBATEE SNAPSHOT

EMERGING 
TECH O A B C TOTAL

IDEA 1 5 7 0 13

MVP 0 1 5 1 7

REVENUE 0 0 2 0 2

TOTAL 1 6 14 1 22

DEEP 
 TECH O A B C TOTAL

IDEA 0 1 0 0 1

MVP 0 6 3 0 9

REVENUE 3 3 1 0 7

TOTAL 3 10 4 0 17

OTHERS O A B C TOTAL

IDEA 0 0 5 3 8

MVP 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 1 1 3 1 6

TOTAL 1 1 8 4 14



STARTUPS UNDER INCUBATION



Annual Global Convention - Entrepreneur Café 

Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai, supported by AGBI organized the 4th Annual Global Convention (AGC) 2018 of Entrepreneur 

Cafe – one of its kind, 24 hour non-stop conference at its ECR Campus on 8th – 9th Dec 2018, with theme – ‘Disruptive Entrepreneurship in 

Amazing India (AI)’ in collaboration with TiE, FICCI and Ivy Next. Chief Guest Shri. M. K. Pandiarajan, Minister of Tamil Language, Tamil Culture 

and Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu and Founder, Mafoi Management Consultants delivered the keynote address. Shri. R Ramanan, 

Additional Secretary and Mission Director - Atal Innovation Mission, Shri Suresh Krishna - Chairman, Sundaram Fasteners Limited, Shri. 

Dharmendra Pratap Yadav, IAS, Principal Secretary, MSME, Govt. Of Tamil Nadu delivered the special address. AGBI Startups - WhistleDrive, 

Smartories and Crowd Designs pitched at the event and won various awards such as ‘most innovative start up’, ‘Most Promising Start up’ etc.

EVENTS



11th IEC – ‘AIMLAB’  

Great Lakes hosted the 11th International Entrepreneurship Conference on 21st February 2019 at the ECR campus. Organized by the Centre 
for Innovation and Entrepreneurship Committee at Great Lakes, with support from AGBI, the conference was based on the theme ‘AIMLAB – 
For the world going from Zero to One’. The speakers for IEC included Guest of Honor Mr. Amol Dhondse, Master Inventor, IBM India Software 
Labs, Keynote address by Mr. Siva Namasivayam, co-Founder and CEO, SCIO Health Analytics, an EXL company, Mr. Kirthivasan, Virtusa 
Leader to highlight the Virtusa – AGBI Collaboration. The inaugural ceremony was followed by the Coffee Table Book Launch – ‘Regaining 
Paradise’ by Dr. Bala and guests. Dr. Narasinga Rao’s family was also present to hand over cash prize for winners from several IEC competitions 
held in last few months, including ‘Hyperion’ the national business plan competition, that attracted several entrepreneurs from various parts of 
the country with ideas across sectors such as manufacturing, health, fintech etc. The conference concluded with an AIMLAB workshop by Mr. 
Arvind Srivatsan & Pradeep Sampath Kumar from Paypal India.



PAISA VASOOL 

The 60-hour long entrepreneurship event from 13th to 15th September 2019, was intended to bring out the budding entrepreneur in every 
participant by allowing them to plan, organize and run small scale businesses on campus. With 120+ stall owners, Paisa Vasool witnessed 
several nano businesses come to life and thrive over the 60-hour period, from food to entertainment and lifestyle businesses.



ATL BOOTCAMP 

From September 9th - 13th 2019, AGBI conducted a 5-day residential bootcamp for three high school teams from the greater Chennai region, 
who have been shortlisted by AIM as among the top-50 innovative student teams, nationally, who will be presenting their innovations at the 
national finals in November, as part of the Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL) Student Innovator Program Competition. Over the course of the 5 days, the 
student teams were guided through the process of customer development and agile development, by leveraging GLIM’s unique access to 
neighbouring KY Villages, apart from visiting the IITM Research Park and Murugappa Chettiar Research Centre, for customer and expert 
feedback and validation. The teams received training in various topics such as pitch presentation, business modelling, data analytics, UI 
design etc.



Women in Data Science 

Women in Data Science is an initiative by Stanford University, which aims to inspire and educate data scientists worldwide, regardless of 
gender, and support women in the field. The WiDS Chennai meetup was organized jointly by Paypal and AGBI at the Paypal Chennai office on 
April 27th 2019. 



FinTech Start-up Weekend  

A 3-day residential fintech startup weekend from 13th - 15th September 2019, in partnership with Paypal and Virtusa where Fintech 
entrepreneurs and ‘wannapreneurs’ heard first-hand from fintech global corporations - the challenges/opportunities in the industry to serve as 
a starting point for ideation or validation for entrepreneurs as they built out their fintech solution. Entrepreneurs also learnt how to leverage 
AI/ML/Analytics and other emerging technologies towards building a more robust solution. Apart from the above, participants had the 
opportunity to showcase their fintech solution at the Fintech ‘Silicon Gully’ exhibition to the entire Great Lakes community, fintech experts, 
VCs etc, participate in startup workshops to fine tune their business model, MVP and pitch presentation and receive 1-1 mentorship from 
fintech, tech and startup experts. Mr. Sudin Baraokar - Founder AIOTF and BankChainAsset was the chief guest for the event, joined by Mr. 
Pradeep Kumar - Head of Strategic Initiatives, PayPal Incubator and Dr. Rajeev Roy - Entrepreneurship Professor, XLRI Jamshedpur as Guests 
of Honour. Various experts on Fintech and AI/ ML technologies addressed the participants over the weekend from Paypal, RBS, CAMS and 
Fracsn. 



Harry Kraemer at Great Lakes Institute of Management & AGBI 

Harry Kraemer, former CEO of Baxter, an award-winning professor at Kellogg School of 

Management addressed the incubates on the topic "Performance with a Purpose” (Values 

Based Leadership) 

Prof. Kraemaer, a best-selling author on the topic of value-based leadership, divulged what he 

believes are the 4 core values of leadership: self-reflection, balance, true self-confidence and 

genuine humility. Being a great leader, he stressed, isn't just about what you know, it's about 

reflecting on what you don't know and working with people who know what you don't deliver 

great solutions quickly. The rules of the game, as he puts it, rewards people that have the 

solutions, not those that point out the problems. He spoke on what we as individuals need to 

do to begin our journey down the path of leadership: keep things simple, use common sense 

and most importantly act now. 'You don't need people reporting to you to be a leader, you just 

need to you relate to people and win influence. There are a lot of people just watching things 

happen and complaining about problems. Are you going to sit around and watch too, or are 

you going to do something about it? 

His speech on leadership enlightened and inspired the young mind of Great Lakes fraternity. 

The talk can be accessed here: https://bit.ly/2Fm2doi 

https://bit.ly/2Fm2doi


• Cahotech 5th annual conference: AGBI was the technical and incubation partner for Cahotech’s (Consortium of Accredited 

Healthcare Organizations) 5th International Conference on healthcare technologies that took place from 23rd-27th October 2020. 

• HackerEarth - HackCOVID X AGBI: HackerEarth has a global community of 3.5 million developers who network,  solve 

coding challenges and participate in online coding contests/hackathons. AGBI was the incubation partner for HackerEarth's 
COVID-19 Challenge where developers find solutions to various  COVID caused problems  in healthcare, travel, public 
administration, education etc. The winners of the challenge were offered incubation support by AGBI. 

• Headstart x AGBI: Headstart is India's largest grassroots level organization that supports entrepreneurship with presence in 

over 25 cities  in the country. Headstart has partnered with AGBI, one of only 5 national incubators, to support startups across 
various incubation programs, and to provide AGBI startups access to various events exclusive to partners 

• FICCI FLO Initiative: AGBI in partnership with the women's wing FLO' of FICCI - the apex body of Industry and Commerce in 

the country, launched an initiative to provide entrepreneurship support to women members of its various chapters, and to provide 
the members with entrepreneurship training. 

• iDEX 2019: AGBI in partnership with the Ministry of Defence and NITI Aayog launched the iDEX initiative in the region, inviting 

innovative solutions from innovators, entrepreneurs, R&D companies, Corporates etc., to solve problem statements from the 
Ministry, while providing participants with extended incubation support. 

• International Entrepreneurship Conference 2020: Guest speakers  Mr. Chandu Nair  (Director, Chesapeake India and 

Menterra Venture Advisors), Mr. Alex Paul Menon (Ex. CEO – Chhattisgarh Infotech Promotion Society, Govt. of Chhattisgarh) and 
Dr. Murugaesan Velayudam (Vice-Chancellor, Annamalai University) addressed an audience of 150+ entrepreneurs and students, 
many of whom participated in the Pitch Fest 'Hyperion 2020', where the winners and promising startups were offered incubation 
support.

https://www.hackerearth.com/challenges/hackathon/hackerearth-hackcovid/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://headstart.in/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


With the pandemic hitting, like all businesses, we adopted an online approach to conducting our events and engaging our 
stakeholders. Here are some of the memorable events that were conducted. 

ONLINE EVENTS



AGBI’s KARTAVYA



AGBI is a unique incubator created at the convergence of “Technology, Management and Compassion”. AGBI believes that in order 
to bring change, inclusive growth, high-value leverages and social impact, the incubator and its start-ups must stand on 
‘Compassion’ and thus AGBI Kartavya was created as a  logical extension  of Great Lakes’ Karmayoga to  complement and 
complete it. 

Kartavya (KV) as AGBI’s socio-economic intervention, will go hand-in-hand with Karma Yoga (KY) - as KY-KV - to create Economic 
Value and Economic Capital, so that together they form a seamless symbiosis for the socio-economic upliftment, self-sufficiency and 
self-respect to the larger India. Here are the target segments we focus on: 

AGBI’s KARTAVYA

Increase in socio-economic value

Small business 
owners

Employable, 
job-seeking 

youth

Middle/high 
school 

students

Women and 
Girls

Agri-
Horticulture 

& Farms
Artisanal & 

Textiles

Fishing & 
Marine

Rural 
Tourism

Increase in socio-economic value



DEDICATION
…all thy heart is set on high designs, High actions. But wherewith to be achieved? Great acts require great means of enterprise; 
-John Milton, Paradise Regained, c.1671  

Perhaps the most timeless and apt exhortation for all mankind were these, that the blind genius who saw everything, wrote 350 
years ago in his prophetic sequel, The Paradise Regained. This is also the essence of all that we at Great lakes family are taught by 
example by our founder Dr. Bala, and the caution that he has ingrained in our work ethic.  

We the editorial team of this little, but critical, compendium - of the compelling Vision of Dr. Bala that, like the good Lord’s Will that 
created the Universe, has germinated, sprouted and is growing into a true servant of the nation and, going forward, the known 
world – count ourselves to be immensely fortunate to have been here and now, to have made this feeble contribution to that mighty 
prescience, by arranging these lofty thoughts, words, and imagery that you hold in your hands.  

We can say with conviction that it is the beauty and power of this Vision that makes us get up every day with a smile on our face and 
a lilt in our hearts, looking forward to laying a few more bricks in this creation of Destiny through the day, day after day.  

Of all these endeavours of Great Lakes, the sweetest perhaps, and the most meaningful of them for us, is this creation of an 
Incubator – a Moment of Truth for ever for any Educational Institution that shall answer Milton’s admonition above – to Do what we 
say, learn, know and wish – that constantly demands our accountability to turn words into deeds, and deeds into Enterprises that 
shall serve humanity.  

What more could we ask? At this momentous hour, We rededicate ourselves to this immense good fortune that Great Lakes is, and 
shall ever be, to do it’s share in the renaissance of our glorious country, to regain that Paradise of wisdom, dharma, prosperity and 
happiness for all, that India was for centuries, by God’s immense grace.  

- Saurabh Chaubey, Ranga Veeravalli, Elizabeth Idikula, Pratima Lakshmanan, Narmadha Vijaianand, Sridhar Narayanan







GLOBAL MINDSET, INDIAN ROOTS
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